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THE ICONS OF BOSE, Francis of Assisi

Francis of Assisi (1182-1226) witness

Francis of Assisi, the founder of the Order of Friars Minor, died at the Porziuncola chapel on the evening of
October 3, 1226.

Franciswas bornin Assisi in 1182 into afamily of the emerging borghesia. After acomfortable adolescence
in which he was fascinated by chivalric ideals, he underwent an abrupt conversion in mysterious
circumstances, and began to seek alife of solitude, prayer and service to leprosy victims and the poor.

A small group of brothers joined him, and Francis came to understand that only in mutual submission,
poverty of heart and concrete material austerity would it be possible for them to follow in the footsteps of
Christ, who had left his riches and had become poor out of love for humanity.

Francis radical attachment to the Gospel had an enormous resonance in the church of histime. There was a
desperate need for witnesses capable of leading the church back to the paths on which Jesus had walked. In
just afew years, the Friars Minor numbered in the thousands, and Francis was obliged to give them arule
approved by Church authorities. His own desire to remain unfettered in his extremely personal vocation led
him to name a successor in the last years of hislife, who continued to guide the Order Francis had founded.
Francis's uncompromising faithfulness to the Gospel, hislove for personal and communal poverty, his
obedienceto all creatures, and the peace he found nowhere but in trust in God's infinite mercy have made
him a constant, universal appea addressed to the Church in all times and places. His holiness is recognized
far beyond the churches of the West, asicons of him in many Orthodox churches attest.

Francis died at the young age of forty-four, naked and immersed in the creaturely peace he had always loved
and celebrated in his songs of praise to God.

PRAYER

Almighty God,

you called Francis

to alife of poverty and humility

and formed him in the image of Jesus crucified:
grant that we may follow his example

in the freedom of God's children,

in the joy of the ssmple of heart,

in wonder and gratitude for all of your creatures.
Through Christ our only Lord.
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BIBLICAL READINGS

Num 6:24-26; Gal 6:14-18; Mt 11:25-30

THE CHURCHES REMEMBER...

ANGLICANS:
Francis of Assis, friar, deacon, founder of the Friars Minor

WESTERN CATHOLICS:
Francis of Assisi (Roman and Ambrosian calendars)

COPTS AND ETHIOPIANS (24 tut/maskaram):
Quadratus (1st cent.), one of the 72 disciples (Coptic Church)

LUTHERANS:
Rembrandt Harrmenszoon van Rhjin (d. 1669), painter in Netherlands

MARONITES:
Francis the Great (of Assisi), confessor

ORTHODOX CHRISTIANS AND GREEK CATHOLICS:
Hierotheus (1st cent.), bishop of Athens, disciple of saint Paul
Founding of the relics of Demetrius of Rostor (1752; Russian Church)

EAST SYRIAN ORTHODOX:
Francis of Assisi (Malabar Church)

OLD CATHOLICS:
Francis of Assisi, confessor
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