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Baldwin of Ford (ca 1120-1190) monk and pastor

In 1190 the Cistercian monk and Archbishop of Canterbury Baldwin of Ford died in Tyre, Lebanon.
Baldwin was born around the year 1120 in Devonshire, England. After completing his studies, perhaps at
Exeter, he began a successful career in the service of Pope Eugenius 111, who had begun his spiritual lifeasa
Cistercian monk.

Upon returning to England, in 1169 Baldwin left all else behind and became a monk at the Cistercian abbey
of Ford. He was soon made abbot, and although he did not spend many years in the monastery, he
understood that monastic life is essentially a search for communion. In his beautiful treatises on community
life, Baldwin was the first to assert that every human form of communion, especially in a monastic
community, descends from the shared life of the three Persons of the Trinity.

Baldwin was elected bishop of Worcester in 1181, and severa years later he became Archbishop of
Canterbury. As leader of the Church of England, he was forced against his will to enter the turmoil of
politics. During the reign of Henry 11, who was responsible for the death of Thomas Becket, Baldwin
defended the memory of his predecessor at Canterbury in his preaching and writing. He met his death
participating in the third crusade at the orders of the new king, Richard the Lionheart.

THE CHURCHES REMEMBER...

ANGLICANS:
Nicholas Ridley, bishop of London, and Hugh Latimer (d. 1555), bishop of Worchester, martyrs of the
Reformation

WESTERN CATHOLICS:

Contardo Ferrini (d. 1902; Ambrosian calendar)

Edwige (d. 1243), religious

Marguerite Mary Alacoque (d. 1690), virgin (Roman calendar)

COPTS AND ETHIOPIANS (6 babah/tegemt):
Anne the Prophetess (Coptic Church)

LUTHERANS:
Gall (d. 645), monk and evangelist in the area around the lake Constance
Lukas Cranach (d. 1553), painter at Wittenberg

MARONITES:
Longinus the Centurion (1st cent.), martyr
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ORTHODOX CHRISTIANS AND GREEK CATHOLICS:
Longinus the Centurion, martyr

OLD CATHOLICS:
Gall, abbot and evangelist
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